
LISTENING POSTS

NIGHT OUT
Tuesday, July 24, 2007

Tonight’s escape from the ordinary

examiner.com

E-mail us your faves: 
jmann@baltimoreexaminer.com

STANDING ROOM ONLY

« Marc Broussard, featuring Toby Lightman, will preform at 
Rams Head Tavern Live! at 20 Market Place in Baltimore. Tick-
ets cost $20. Doors open at 7:30 p.m. For more information, 
call 410-244-8854.
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He Is Legend, 
Maylene And The Sons 
Of Disaster, Modern Life 
Is War and Paulson
The Ottobar, 2549 Howard 
St., Baltimore; $12; Doors 
open 7 p.m.; 410-662-0069

John Doe, June Star 
and Dead Rock West
The 8x10 Club, 10 E. Cross 
St., Baltimore; $13; 8 p.m.; 
410-625-2000

Deep House & NuJazz DJs
XS Restaurant, 1307 N. 
Charles St., Baltimore; Free; 
8 p.m.; 410-468-0002

 Kelly Willis 
with Billy Coulter
Rams Head On Stage, 33 
West St., Annapolis; $35; 8 
p.m.; 410-268-4545

BOOK TALK

» Preschool Storytime — 11 a.m.
Maryland Science Center, 601 
Light St., Baltimore; $10-$14.50; 
410-545-5927

DO SOMETHING 

DIFFERENT

» American Paintings by Robert 
Knudsen and Barbara Gruber — 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sheppard Art Gallery, 8173 Main 
St., Ellicott City; Free;  410-461-
1616

» Fun Flicks for Families: “The Res-
cuers” — 1 p.m.
Central Branch of Enoch Pratt 
Free Library, 400 Cathedral St., 
Baltimore; Free;  410-396-5430

» “Wool on the Walls” — 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. 
Resurgam Gallery, 910 S. Charles 
St., Baltimore; Free; 410-685-
1987

By Nancy Dunham
Examiner Correspondent

Charlie Daniels can’t contain a 
laugh when he’s asked whether his 
soon-to-be released duet album 
makes him feel like Frank Sinatra.

Like Sinatra, Daniels has made an 
album that features duets with hot 
contemporary singers. In Daniel’s 
case, the singers include Brad Pais-
ley, Gretchen Wilson and Brooks & 
Dunn.

“I have felt a lot of things in my 
life, but never like Frank Sinatra,” 
he said. “That album of duets just 
reflects to me where we are in this 
day and age.”

Where we are — for Daniels, any-
way — is with countless awards and 
nominations (including two Gram-
my Awards and five Country Music 
Association awards), a discography 
that dates back to 1971, and multi-
ple gold, platinum and multiplati-
num albums. Add to that up-and-
coming singers flocking to Daniels 
— who wrote songs for Elvis Pres-
ley and played sessions with every-
one from Bob Dylan to Ringo Starr 
— and you can see why his music 
stays relevant. 

While many would be keen to 
rest on a quarter of the laurels he’s 
gathered, Daniels is again on anoth-
er tour with “the best band I’ve ever 
had” in support of yet another new 
release, “Live from Iraq,” released 
under his own Blue Hat Records. 
The two-set disc includes 13 songs 
and a bonus DVD.

Concertgoers should expect plen-
ty of hits (“The Devil Went Down to 
Georgia” and “The South’s Gonna 
Do It Again”) and classic tunes with 
the Charlie Daniels Band, all with a 
patriotic flair.

That flag-waving patriotism 
has won Daniels more than a few 
fans and kudos from several pres-
idents.

“In Charlie’s own words, ‘Let 
there be harmony. Let there be fun 
and 12 notes of music to make us 
all one,’ ” former President Jimmy 
Carter said during one event that 
featured Daniels. 

After 40 years in the business, 
Daniels shows no sign of softening 
his independent spirit, no doubt to 
the delight of his fans.

The man who refuses to put his 
music into a genre except his own is 
happily recording and working un-
der his own label. That gives him 
freedom one can’t experience in a 
major label, such as when and how 
to record.

“I don’t think that I know it all,” 
Daniels said. “But I want to record 
what I want without fitting into a 
box.”

Grammy winner 
brings his unique 
sound to town

IF YOU GO

The Charlie Daniels Band with 
the Marshall Tucker Band and 
The Outlaws
» Venue: Pier Six Concert Pavil-
ion, 731 Eastern Ave., Baltimore
» When: 7 p.m. Thursday
» Tickets: $22.50 to $45; piersix-
pavilion.com

Xavier Rudd’s music 
captures beauty 
as well as injustice

By Nancy Dunham
Examiner Correspondent

Think of the new CD “What 
Moth” as a series of snapshots.

When Australian musician 
Xavier Rudd crafted the album, he 
did so by taking snippets of his life 
and setting them to song. Here’s 
one of a special moment during his 
wife’s 30th birthday. Here’s anoth-
er of Rudd and his children.

“I never sit down to write a 
song,” Rudd said. “The songs come 
when they come. A lot of music just 
comes through me. This album is 
deeply personal to me because it’s 
based on my reflections over the 
past six or seven years.”

A certified star in his homeland, 
Rudd has launched a major North 
American tour in support of this al-

bum, the third released in the U.S. 
He also will tour as a special guest 
of the Dave Matthews Band. Lis-
teners will hear folk, reggae, rock 
and world music all combined 
to make the unique sound of the 
multi-instrumental Rudd.

“It’s really a gift that I have been 
touring around, connecting to so 
many people, places and spirits,” 
he said. “I’ve spent a lot of time in 
the bush and a lot of time near the 
ocean when I am home.”

No mere visitor, Rudd truly con-
nects with the people and places 
as evidenced by his musical stance 
against his country’s Aboriginal 
land right policies. This disc fea-
tures a number of Aboriginal voic-

es, including members of the Ab-
original music group Yothu Yindi. 

Crafting melodies and lyrics is 
a way that Rudd has expressed 
himself since childhood. He calls 
the ability to create music a gift 
and said that he works hard not to 
overcomplicate or overthink the 
process.

That obviously works well for 
Rudd as evidenced by the kudos 
critics have heaped upon him.

“From that moment to the lull-
ing encore of ‘White Moth’ and 
‘Better People,’ if you could make 
it out under the thunder of the 
crowd’s stomping, Rudd’s perfor-
mance was a layered mix even 
wilder than the reaction offstage,” 
wrote a critic for Canada’s Victo-
ria Times-Colonist.

Rudd is modest about such 
praise.

“I am really lucky that people 
come and see me, and I get a good 
response to my music,” he said. 
“Getting people involved and con-
nected is an added bonus for me. 
It’s almost like an energy exchange 
with the audience.”

Musical snapshots of life
IF YOU GO

Xavier Rudd with Serena Rider
» Venue: The 8x10, 10 East 
Cross St., Baltimore
» When: 8 p.m. Sunday
» Tickets: $15; 410-547-SEAT; 
ticketmaster.com

SOUNDS » XAVIER RUDD
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