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DO SOMETHING DIFFERENT

STANDING ROOM ONLY
« Method Man performs with Inspectah Deck 
and Masta Killa at Sonar located at 407 East 
Saratoga St. in Baltimore. Show starts at 8 p.m. 
Tickets are $22 to $25. For more information, 
call 410-327-8333.
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SOUNDS » SHOOTER JENNINGS

37

Shooter comes roaring 
back with second album

By Nancy Dunham
Special to The Examiner

Welcome to outlaw country with 
a twist.

Despite parentage by Nashville 
royalty and multiple ties to Holly-
wood, Shooter Jennings has tak-
en the rough and tumble, hard 
drinkin•, hard livin• lifestyle repu-
tation honed by his late father Way-
lon Jennings and extended it into 
something more ominous, more 
edgy, more dangerous. 

On a live album, he talks •out-
law,Ž boasting a bit about how he 
and his band, the .357s, all ended up 
in jail after only three gigs togeth-
er. But here•s the twist „ in person, 
Jennings talks about his close ties 
to his mother, singer Jessi Colter, 
and his actress girlfriend Drea de 
Matteo. One of his closest friends is 
from Baltimore, and Jennings can•t 
wait to see him 
when he plays 
here. No ques-
tion, Jennings 
is more multidi-
mensional than 
his dad seemed 
to be.

 •I really had 
a good relation-
ship with my dad. I want to own up 
and be a part of that [legacy],Ž he 
said. •But I do different things.Ž

Jennings sound is almost impos-
sible to pin down as he goes from 
southern rock in •Electric RodeoŽ 
to his father•s more traditional coun-

try sound on •Some Rowdy Wom-
en,Ž to an eerily Lynyrd Skynyrd-
type sound on •Gone to Carolina.Ž 
Critics who denounce the younger 
Jennings for his hops around the 
musical map seem to forget „ he 

might sound 
like his dad 
and give the 
vibe of his dad, 
but he•s only 27 
years old. 

Like any 20-
something, he•s 
struggled a bit 
to find his bal-

ance. His first album, •Put the O 
Back in CountryŽ drew jeers and 
catcalls (•Hollywood bratŽ •braying 
redneck,Ž •vocally limitedŽ) but his 
sophomore release, •Electric Ro-
deo,Ž earned some grudging kudos 
by many including Billboard, which 

reported, •These 11 songs showcase 
a confident artist very comfortable 
in an outlaw•s boots.Ž

Jennings seems to shrug off the 
reviews, the attempt to push him 
into a mold. 

•The fans are really cool. They 
love our music. They get it,Ž said 
Jennings. •I love mixing it all togeth-
er and I love playing live. That•s my 
thing. And that•s when I•m best.Ž

Second Jennings outlaw, with a twist 

… Courtesy photo

IF YOU GO
Shooter Jennings and the 
.357s
» Venue: Recher Theatre, Tow-
son
» Time: 8 p.m.
» Tickets: $15, www.ticket-
master.com, 410-547-SEAT

Critics who denounce the 
younger Jennings for his 
hops around the musical 
map seem to forget ... he•s 
only 27 years old. 

•Altar BoyzŽ is a concert, comedy 
and musical all rolled into one big ball 
of tight T-shirts, spiky hair and pop-
and-lock dance moves.

The musical, stopping at the Hip-
podrome for a week, is about a Chris-
tian boy band on their rise to the top. 
They have played at countless bingo 
halls and are ready to go platinum. 
But each member of the group, Mat-
thew, Mark, Luke, Juan and Abra-
ham, struggles with personal issues 
that may delay their fame. 

The musical is, in one word, hilar-
ious. The Altar Boyz have the stereo-
typical elements of a real boy band 
„ like a member who is a closet ho-
mosexual and another who is a recov-
ering alcoholic. As a comedic twist, 
there is Abraham, a Jewish member 
who proudly wears the Star of David 
on his shirt. 

The writers of this musical have 
depicted the typical boy band expe-
rience to a T, complete with white bar 
stools and choreographed dancing. 

 The Altar Boyz sing about Jesus 
calling on them on their cell phones, 
among other things.

Something about the boys• love of 
God makes you wish there was a boy 
band out there singing about absti-
nence. 

The music, by Gary Adler and Mi-
chael Patrick Walker, is a true exam-
ple of pop, and you just may hear it on 
the radio. The harmony and chemis-
try between the five actors „ Mat-
thew Buckner, Ryan J. Ratliff, Jes-
se JP Johnson, Jay Garcia and Nick 
Blaemire „ is amazing, making the 
audience roar with laughter.

If you miss this one, they may 
say you•ve committed a sin. … Emi-
ly Campbell

Matthew, Mark, Luke and Juan

IF YOU GO
•Altar BoyzŽ
» Venue: The Hippodrome, 12 N. 
Eutaw St., Baltimore
» Times: 8 p.m. Thursday and Fri-
day, 2 and 8 p.m. Saturday, 1 and 
6:30 p.m. Sunday
» Cost: $20 to $50
» More info: www.altarboyz.com

Fiend Fest •06 fea-
turing the Misfits
Rams Head Live, 20 
Market Place, Bal-
timore; 6:30 p.m.; 
$20 to $22; 410-
244-8854

Heavens
The Ottobar, 2549 
N. Howard St., Balti-
more; 7 p.m.; $10 to 
$12; 410-662-0069

Mr. Greengenes
The 8x10, 10 E. Cross 
St., Baltimore; 8 
p.m.; $12; 410-625-
2000

National Razor, The 
Genders, Blondsai! 
The Rip Ovs
The Sidebar, 218 E. 
Lexington St., Bal-
timore; 9 p.m.; $9; 
410-659-4130

The Skyla Burrell 
Blues Band
Cat•s Eye Pub, 1730 
Thames St., Fells 
Point; 9:30 p.m.; 
Free; 410-276-9866

EXHIBIT

Forces of Nature: The Paintings of Marlene 
Tseng Yu „ 3 to 5 p.m.
Asian Arts Gallery in the Center for 
the Arts, Towson University, 8000 York 
Road, Towson; Free; 410-704-2807

Quietude „ 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Carroll Arts Center, 91 W. Main St., 
Westminster; Free; 410-848-7272

THEATER

Agents and Assets „ 8 p.m.
Theatre Project, 45 W. Preston St., Bal-
timore; $11 to $16; 410-752-8558

BOOK TALK
SIGNING

Lecture and Book Signing with Les Beletsky 
„ 7 p.m.
Evergreen House Museum, 4545 N. 
Charles St., Baltimore; 7 p.m.; Free; 
410-516-0341

1-888-WE-JOUST
MEDIEVALTIMES.COM *Beer, w ine or rack cocktail. Pricing does not incl ude tax or gratuity.
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Three Courses – $30 

And the First Drink is on Us!!*
(Available M onday–Thursday)

410-483-8968

Baltimore’s Best Dinner Deal !
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