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ENING READ
CONCILIATIONe
» By Benazir Bhut{$27.95)

NEW ON DVD

NIGHT |

& examinerco:

For breaking entertainment news, visit

Bhutto recounts in gripping
detail her final months in Paki-
stan and offers a bold new agen-
da for how to stem the tide of
Islamic radicalism and to re-
discover the values of tolerance

THE DAILY DVD

<« -Perfect Strangers: The Complete First and
Second SeasonsZ

$29.98 (Warner Bros.), 4 discs

and justice that lie at the heart

The sitcom that debuted in 1986 stars Mark Linn-Balof her religion.
er and Bronson Pinchot in the story of an American
bunking with his immigrant cousin.

SOUNDS » MICHAEL JACKSON

Still a T

stantial foreshadowing of sexual and
racial ambivalence of which he is ac-
cused. Those who can filter out those
indictments and just listen will find be
duly rewarded with pure magic.

Put aside the accusations of pedo-  Perhaps itss not surprising that
philia, skin bleaching, multiple plastic many look upon this release with a
surgeries and eccentricities. fair amount of skepticism.

This monthes release of <Thriller The world greeted the original
257 , a reissue of the biggest-sell- <ThrillerZ which was honored with
ing album of all time ,, underscores  eight Grammy Awards, in much the
the musical brilliance that is Michael same way. After all, Jacksones 1979
Jackson. breakthrough album, «Off the Wall,Z

As some reviewers have pointed was notable but not groundbreak-
On Tuesday, Sony will release <Thrilleut, those vho reve in the scandals ing.

25,7 areissue of the biggest-selling that have surrounded Jackson over Itell arguably be a cold heart that
album of all time. AP the years will find plenty of circum- doesnst respond with something

By Nancy Dunham
Special to The Examiner
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eThriller 25e

LabelSony
Price:$29.98Discs2

akin to warmth and wonder when
the opening chords of sPYTZ <Billie
JeanZ or other classic *ThrillerZ songs
play. Those who first heard the music
25 years ago will likely be surprised
to hear the songs sound as fresh and
danceable as they did when their pop-
ularity transformed Jackson from
child prodigy to musical genius.

«Thriller 257 includes a DVD with
*ThrillerZ short films, Jacksones
Emmy-nominated performance of
*Billie JeanZ during the sMotown 25:
Yesterday, Today, ForeverZ TV spe-
cial and more.

It also includes the much-bally-
hooed remixes by will.i.am and Kanye
West and guest appearances by Fer-
gie and Akon. Bringing those contem-
porary hitmakers into the process
will no doubt boost appeal to listen-
ers who are younger than the origi-
nal album.

For those who are intrigued
by these artists, it also provides a
glimpse of insight into their creative
processes. Will.i.am kept the origi-
nal essence of PYTZ in the updated
version, adding vocals and rhythms
that make it perfect for the clubs. Yet
*Wanna Be Startine SomethineZ with
Akon is somewhat disconcerting. Al-
though Jacksones original vocals and
beat are prominent, itss clear Akon is
straining to put his stamp on the song,
shifting parts into something of a bal-
lad-funk mix.

But those are truly minor points.
Thriller 25Z reminds us that when
Jackson sWanna Be Startine Some-
thingZ he truly did , a masterpiece
and new musical frontier that paved
the way for many of his musical suc-
Cessors.

*Gone Baby Gones

» StudioMiramax
» RatedR
» Price$29.99

n leck makes an im-
essi jrecting debut with
is d et captivating dra-
a starring his brother, Casey,
d featuring a breakout perfor-

mance from Amy Ryan. Casey
Affleck plays a private detec-

tive drawn into the convoluted

case of the missing daughter of
a neglectful, drug-abusing wom-
an (Ryan, who earned a support-
ing-actress nomination).

*No Reservationse

» StudioWarner Bros.
» RatedPG
» Price$28.98

A master chef (Catherine
Zeta-Jones) who lives for work
finds her orderly kitchen rou-
tines challenged by an uninhib-
ited sous chef (Aaron Eckhart)
and suddenly finds herself taking
on maternal duties tending an or-
phaned niece (Abigail Breslin).

*\We Own the Nights

» StudioSony Pictures
» RatedR
» Price$28.95

Joaquin Phoenix plays a black-
sheep son running a shady night-
club who reluctantly gives in to
pressure from his cop brother
(Mark Wahlberg) and deputy po-
lice chief dad (Robert Duvall) to
work undercover.... AP



