
Grace Potter, the Nocturnals 
are poised for stardom

By Nancy Dunham
Examiner Correspondent

Grace Potter sounds relaxed and 
carefree as she speaks by phone 
from Los Angeles.

And why not? After all, the Ver-
mont-based Grace Potter and the 
Nocturnals have wowed major la-
bels and critics alike with their 

bluesy roots rock.
“It’s weird when you turn that 

corner,” Potter said. “All the years 
when the work you are doing doesn’t 
seem like it will go anywhere.”

That certainly wasn’t due to lack 
of talent. Potter, who said the first 

words she ever said came out in 
melody, had been compared to ev-
eryone from Janis Joplin to Lucin-
da Williams even before the band’s 
recent release, “This Is Some-
where.”

The kudos and record compa-
ny offers came quickly after the 
GPN’s 2004 debut album, “Original 
Soul.” But it was the sophomore ef-
fort, “Nothing but the Water,” which 
the band promoted through endless 
touring, that really perked up ears, 
including those of Rolling Stone’s 
David Fricke, who wrote that Potter 
“is poised for bigger things.”

To ensure that Fricke’s predic-
tion would come true, GPN care-
fully chose Hollywood Records, a 
label Potter said would work to de-
velop their signature sound, not try 
to reinvent it.

Potter credits Mike Daly, the pro-
ducer of “This is Somewhere,” with 
bringing GPN’s music to a different 
level. After the band recorded some 
demos, Daly spent a week with the 
members going through material. 
Afterward, Potter rewrote lyrics 
and changed choruses, added bridg-
es and slashed entire sections.

“It was an emotional couple of 
weeks,” Potter said. “In the past, 
I’ve written a song and immediate-
ly added it to our repertoire with-
out looking back.”

The result is electrically charged 
rock, churning anthems, languid 
melodies, and some just plain good 
ol’ rock ’n’ roll; it’s impossible to do 
it justice in writing. As GPN’s publi-
cists say when asked to describe it, 
“just insert and press ‘play.’ ”

“It is gonna get big, it’s gonna 
get crazy. We don’t have anything 
booked to play with the [Rolling] 
Stones yet, but we’ll take it slow 
and steady as we always have,” Pot-
ter said, then paused. “But it will 
get faster and bumpier, too.”

Saving 
Grace
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STANDING ROOM ONLY 
« I Am The Avalanche, Four Year Strong, You Me 
and Everyone We Know, and Daggermouth perform 
at The Ottobar, at 2549 N. Howard St. in Baltimore. 
Show starts at 7 p.m. Tickets are $10. For more in-
formation, call 410-662-0069.
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Dirty South Revolutionaries
and Atrocity Solution
The Sidebar, 218 Lexington 
St., Baltimore; 9 p.m.; free; 
410-659-4130

Feist with Rogue Wave
Rams Head Live, 20 Mar-
ket Place., Baltimore; 7 
p.m.; $25; 410-244-1131

Raheem Devaughn, 
and DJ P-Funk
Sonar, 407 E. Saratoga St., 
Baltimore; 8 p.m.; $15; 
410-327-8333

Jordan Feldman Solo Jazz
Michos, 31 Main St., Reis-
terstown; 8 p.m.; free; 410-
517-3939

Mark Jacob
Judge’s Bench Pub, 8385 
Main St., Ellicott City; 8 
p.m.; free; 410-465-3497

DJ Will
Looney’s Pub North, 312 S. 
Main St., Bel Air; 10 p.m.; 
free; 410-803-7080

MACY GRAY
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By Jessica Novak 
Examiner Staff Writer

To warm up her scratchy pipes, Macy 
Gray relies on a hot chocolate with a shot 

of Grand Marnier. 
Baltimore audiences will get 

to hear whether the concoction 
works this Thursday, when Gray 
performs at the Lyric Opera 
House. And the sky’s the limit.

The best part of performing 
is “when you catch a cloud,” the 
Grammy winner said. “That’s 
when you have the audience 
in the palm of your hand and 
they’re right there with you. It’s 
really awesome. They’re going 
crazy, making out, screaming, 
jumping up and down — and 
nobody’s leaving.”

Gray’s balanced set list 
should satisfy both old and new 
fans. Though every night is dif-
ferent, most performances in-
clude crowd favorites such as 
the 1999 hit single “I Try.” Gray 
also pulls selections from her 
new album, “BIG,” with tunes 
such as “Finally Made Me Hap-
py,” which she wrote the first 
day in the recording studio. It 
set the tone for the rest of the 
recordings, she said. 

“The first take of drums, pia-
no and bass is what you hear on 
the CD,” she said. “Everything 
just went moving from there.”

Gray collaborated with Fer-
gie, will.i.am, Natalie Cole and 
Justin Timberlake for “BIG.” 
The result is a CD about Gray 
dealing with her husband leav-
ing, surviving as a single moth-
er and trying to find love. 

Since her last CD, released in 
2003, “of course a lot of music 
has come out,” she said. “And 
I’ve grown up a bit.”

Accompanying Gray at the 
Lyric will be The Brand New 
Heavies, a veteran R&B/funk 
group founded in the mid-’80s 
in London. This tour also marks 
N’Dea Davenport’s return to 
The Brand New Heavies, com-
posed of Simon Bartholomew, 
Jan Kincaid and Andrew Levy. 

“We spent so much time to-
gether before, like old friends, 
it’s as if no time has passed,” 
said Kincaid, BNW’s drummer, 
who describes their perfor-
mances as relaxed, yet ener-
getic. “We’re hungry for what 
we do and doing it for the right 
reasons.”
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Gray, Brand New 
Heavies get funky

IF YOU GO
Macy Gray & The Brand New 
Heavies 
» When: 8 p.m. Thursday
» Where: Lyric Opera House;
140 West Mount Royal Ave.,
Baltimore
» Details: $30 to $60;
410-900-1156; lyricopera
house.com

Grace Potter and the Nocturnals are playing at The 8x10 tonight. – Courtesy photo

IF YOU GO
Grace Potter and the 
Nocturnals with Patrick Park
» Where: 7 p.m. today

» Venue: The 8x10, 10 E. Cross St., 
Baltimore
» Info: $15; 410-547-SEAT
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